The two 8S A and B RNAs of the Mouse Sarcoma Virus (Moloney) can be converted by heating into a homogeneous population. After digestion with T. RNAse, they give identical fingerprints. It is concluded that these two molecules represent conformational isomers of the same molecular species.
INTRODUCTION

The major Ribonucleic acid component of Oncornaviruses is a 6O-7OS complex which constitutes the viral genome (I)
gives the list of the products and their relative yield. Separate fingerprints of the 8S and 8S were obtained and compared to the one of the total 8S RNA. A D
No difference was noted between the three radioautographs.
In this report, we have shown that the two 8S RNA of the MSV (MLV)
virions are the two forms of the same molecular species. The B form is converted into the A form by thermal denaturation. We assume that this is due to a conformational transition analogous to that described for 5S RNA (9) . As for this species, no correlation has been established between this change and any biological function. In the case of the 8S RNA, it may be significant to note that it is present in infected cells mostly under the B form (10) . It is plausible that the conformational transition takes place during the maturation of the virions or in the initial moments of the extracellular life.
Examination of the Tj fingerprints of the 8S and 8S RNAs of the MSV(MLV) confirmed that they are two conformational isomers. As it was difficult to get sufficient amounts of radio-active products needed for a detailed analysis of each form, fingerprints of total 8S RNA were obtained and compared to the autoradiographs of 8S, and 8S RNA respectively. All the spots observed A B on the pattern of the total 8S RNA were found in the same relative intensities on the patterns of the A and the B forms. g) The spot 23 can be dedoubled during the second dimension.
